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popular attention-viz., as Bulletins of " The Archaeo

logical Survey of Nubia," issued by the Ministry of Finance
Egypt. In our soil and climate all traces of a generation anc
of its diseases are soon blotted out, but in the Nile Valley ane
in some parts of Peru the conditions are such that aftel
thousands of years the nature of the disease or injury
in the dead can be recognised with certainty. In the

pelvis of a young woman Professor Elliot Smith observed
"a thick band of old adhesion springing from the appendix
near the tip and passing over to be attached to the

opposite side of the pelvis-apparently clear evidence of an
old appendicitis." In another body " the shrunken left lung
was attached to the chest wall by numerous old pleuritic
adhesions." A Peruvian mummy recently added to the

Museum of the Royal College of Surgeons of England
shows a typical picture of an old and untreated empyema
cavity in the left pleura. No trace of syphilis has been
found in ancient Nubia, and although at first tubercular

lesions were not found several specimens have been discovered
latterly, including cases of caries of the spine and of

the hip-joint. Evidences of osteo-arthritis are abundant.

Specimens illustrating the various forms of fracture, the

splints used for securing a proper union, and the degree of
success attending the efforts of those ancient Nubian

surgeons are being found by the score. Leprosy occurred,
so did gout. Specimens exemplifying middle-ear disease,
empyema of the maxillary antrum, malignant and also

peculiar tumours of bone have come to light. In the latest
Bulletin (No. 5) a remarkable example of tolerance of severe
injury is figured and described. The case is that of a negro,
one of a band who invaded Nubia in post-Roman times. He
was evidently a warrior and bore the marks of several severe
fights. A sword had cleft his skull, so that the left half of
his forehead was prised forwards, in which position it

became firmly healed, leaving a cleft in the vault, through
which all the fingers of one hand can now be thrust. At

the same time, or more probably previous to his frontal

wound, the upper part of his left parietal bone had

been cleanly sliced off ; the condition of the cut edges
of the bone showed that the wound had become healed over.
Across the healed parietal wound lies the more recent one,
which we have every reason to believe brought his fighting
career to a close. These unique records of the history of
disease, so accurately dated and so clearly and ably described
in the Bulletins of the Egyptian Survey, are now in the

Museum of the Royal College of Surgeons of England. The

Egyptian Government is to be congratulated on the public
service it has rendered to medicine by placing this collection
where its preservation is secured and where it is available

for study by experts from all the world. Such an oppor-

tunity of noting the changes in physical form, in the diseases,
and in the culture of a people will probably never recur
again in the world’s history. It is only in Egypt that we can i
expect such a possibility, hence the present necessity of 

I

accurately recording and preserving the many discoveries
now being made along the Nile Valley. We are glad to

know that the Egyptian Government is fully alive to its

responsibility in this matter and willingly provides the

funds necessary for exploration and publication.

THE KING AND QUEEN AT THE LONDON
HOSPITAL.

ON Saturday afternoon, July 30th, the King and Queen,
accompanied by Princess Mary, visited the London Hospital,
Whitechapel-road. They drove in an open carriage without
ceremony from Marlborough House, which they left just
before 3 o’clock, and they were welcomed by an enthusiastic
and orderly crowd, which was nowhere more enthusiastic

than in the East-End itself. They were received at the

hospital by the Hon. Sydney Holland, chairman of

,- the hospital, Mr. J. H. Buxton, an ex-treasurer, and

I, Sir Frederick Treves, consulting surgeon. Mr. F. S. Eve, the
i senior surgeon, and Dr. F. Warner, the senior physician, were
i presented to their Majesties, who also recognised Dr. Bertrand
r Dawson and Mr. H. M. Rigby who are on the staff of the
r Royal Household, and Mr. Morris, the secretary of the hos.
e pital, whom the King had met before. Mr. James Hora and
I Mr. Fielden, benefactors of the hospital, were also presented,
: as was also Sir Frederick Young, the oldest vice-president,
3 who is 9!J years of age. Their Majesties inspected the
i grounds and buildings of the hospital, including the Finsen
 light department and the X ray department, in connexion
 with which Dr. Wickham of Paris, who happened to be

 in London for the British Medical Association meeting,
t was presented to their Majesties. Dr. J. H. Sequeira explained
t the merits of the light chambers which he has invented.
l The King appreciated this invention, and also spoke sym.
" pathetically of the case of the late Mr. H. W. Cox. In the

I out-patient department their Majesties were received by Miss
, Luokes, the matron of the hospital, when Miss Mackintosh,

the newly-elected matron of St. Bartholomew’s Hospital, was
: presented to their Majesties, who cordially received her. The
, visit to the hospital occupied an hour, during which time

their Majesties saw much and uttered many a cheering and
sympathetic word to the patients young and old, and they
left amid hearty cheers and genuine enthusiasm.

FOREST FIRES.

AT a time when the re-clothing of hillsides and river.

margins, denuded of their silvan vesture by reckless tree-

felling, is engaging the attention of nearly every legislature
in the Old World and the New, the report of extensive
forest fires in North America comes fraught to us with

peculiar bitterness. Surely we might have been spared such
a visitation, when meteorology, agriculture, hygiene, anda
host of interests depending on these are calling loudly for
telluric rehabilitation, with its beneficent sequels in the

restoration of atmospheric equilibrium, the prevention or

devastating floods, the amelioration of climate, the return of

health to the soil, and the withdrawal from it of the noxious
elements which breed and sustain insect life to the annoyance
and the detriment of man. Last year’s congress held at Bologna
on the problem of re-afforestation drew together representa.
tives of silvi-culture and its cognate interests from all parts of
the world, unanimous in their adhesion to resolutions which
declared the urgency of remedial legislation which would
give despoiled nature her due, by steady and systematic
"restitutio in integrum" of her silvan property. The

"justissima tellus," in the profoundly significant phrase of
the poet-laureate of nature-study, as it resents ill-treatment
or neglect, visiting on its inhabitants a penalty exactly pro-
portioned to their wrong-doing, is no less equitable in its

reward of those who are intelligent and loyal in its

service, penalty and reward in the matter of silviculture

being amply illustrated, at the Congress referred to,

by the recorded experience of delegate after delegate
as reporters from their respective nationalities. History,
indeed, had already supplied an impressive example
of the Nemesis that follows improvident tree-felling in

Spain’s loss of her mercantile marine by the exhaustion of her
timber ; while, in the day now passing, Italy bears rueful
testimony to the same retributive justice," seeing on the
other side of the Alps the preservation of the Swiss wood-
lands maintaining an equable river-flow throughout the

year, to the steady evolution of that electric force which
was Italy’s own discovery, but which her tree destruction,
causing irregular rainfall and the conversion of her rivers
into gravel-pits, prevents her from utilising in the

industries now enriching her more circumspect neighbour.


